Saving Vermont's history one grant at a time | Burlington Free Press | burlingtonfreepress....

Page 1 of 4

CLASSIFIEDS JOBS CARS HOMES RENTALS DATING SHOPPING LOG IN SUBSCRIBE ACTIVATE E-NEWSPAPER HELP

News Sports Business | Arts Food Green Things To Do Opinion Obits

FEATURED: BFP on Facebook BFP oniPhone BFP on Android BFP on Twitter Biz Forum Find what you are looking for ...

Pepsi Jobs (Hiring) 11 Positions Are Avail. $18-$30/hr. No Experience Needed. Apply Today! thecareerhop.com >
Masters of Education Earn your Masters of Education Online in 18 months for $7,955 www.ace.edu/education
Births Marriages & Deaths Historical Records of Births, Marriages & Deaths. 7 Day Triall myheritage.com/Birth-Marriage-Death

COPD Life Expectancy Living With COPD? Know The 4 Stages & Life Expectancy Of COPD. View Now dotellall.com
ADVERTISEMENT

Saving Vermont's history one grant at a time
Montgomery community works to keep Pratt Hall erect
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naturally illuminated message. “| call it a flow " 2% 20™
chart for the Holy Trinity,” smiled Scott Perry,
Montgomery Historical Society chairman. “In
the center is God. It’s a flow chart that walks
you through a decision tree.”

PHOTO GALLERIES

Turns out, these massive, precious panes
are in dire straits. Their home on the west
wall of Pratt Hall is sinking.
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boys hockey for Nov. 11th

Pratt Hall in Montgomery on Jan. 21./LYNN
MONTY/Free Press
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Perry said Pratt Hall was built as an Episcopalian church in 1835
and for the past 40 years has been painstakingly restored and
repaired. The west wall will be the last of the major fixes.

“Montgomery is a small community that has done an amazing job

taking care
sagging on

of this building,” Caitlin Corkins said. “Everything is
the west wall. The clapboards are wavy. This is a bad

sign. It's putting stress on the windows.”
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Back in 1835, Pratt Hall was called Union Church, and in 1897 was
re-consecrated as St. Bartholomew’s Church.

In 1972, after 14 years of neglect, the church was condemned. It
was saved from demolition by the formation of the Montgomery
Historical Society. The society purchased the community landmark
for $1 from the Episcopal Diocese.

“A small group of dedicated residents were committed to this
place,” Perry said. “A lot of time, effort and money & has gone into
making and keeping this a beautiful building.”

The reason being, people in town were and still are emotionally
connected to the building. “Some of the old timers talk about doing
chores by the toll of the bell. They knew when it was time to milk,”
Perry said. “When | was a boy | remember swimming in the local
swimming holes. We knew when to go in for lunch, and when it
struck one, that was an hour we had been out of the water, so we
could go back in.”

Corkins said it’s the buildings in a town that make it a special and
unique place, and many churches across the nation are being re-
purposed. “Vermont is one of the least formally religious states in
terms of the number of people who are members,” she said. “Yet
we have the most per capita number of church buildings.”

What Corkins is finding is if a church doesn’t find a new purpose, it
won'’t survive. For the past 25 years Pratt Hall has been home to
the town’s historical society by housing a number of artifacts, used
for a popular & concert series, weddings, memorial services, guest
speakers, art shows, and a number of community socials, but no
religious services.
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