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Montgomery History Quiz:

The Tcherny Illumination
shown in this newsletter is
from a page of George
Baker’s translation of
Volume 2, Book 44, Chapter
22 of Titus Livius’ (Livy)
“History of Rome”, which
covers the period of about
180 B.C.t0 160 B.C. The
page recounts the
appointment of Lucius
Aemilius Paullus to take
over as Roman
commander in the Third
Macedonian War in which he
triumphed in 168 B.C. His
last appointment before he
died was as one of only two
Roman censors. What was
a censor?
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CHAIRMAN'S MESSAGE
Covid 19 Status Update

Under current rules each person in Pratt Hall must have 100
square feet (see State of Vermont rules for Arts, Culture, and
Entertainment Organizations). We figured out we could have no
more than eighteen people in Pratt Hall's nave with three more
in the chancel.

Given those limitations the Board decided to cancel the
remainder of our events for 2020. This includes the Holiday
Happiness activities and Candles and Carols, normally our most
crowded events. We know things could open up a bit but are
doubtful, and it really isn't fair to plan and ask people to commit
to us when there is probably better than a 50-50 chance we
would have to cancel.

We also had two weddings booked. One was postponed
until next year and the other, scheduled for this month,
was postponed indefinitely.

We were able to provide a venue for the Conservation
Commission's Mum Sale though and we will definitely decorate
the outside of the building for the Christmas holiday.

Thanks for your understanding and continued support.
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MEMBERSHIP DRIVE STILL OPEN

This year's membership drive remains open. Our

numbers are down, no doubt due in part to the
impact of the virus. You can renew / join
online anytime. THANK YOU!

BUILDINGS AND GROUNDS

As of this writing Pratt Hall's new paint job is
almost done. This included replacement of some

clapboards and trim. This project was assisted by a
preservation grant made possible by a partnership
between the 1772 Foundation and the Preservation

Trust of Vermont.

The Men-with-Tools put a coat of Rosewood Oil
on our new deck and will add another. Two more
bricks were added to the walkway since the last
newsletter.

The Men also jacked up the corner of the Heaton

House. A new railing by Steve Hathaway will be

added comparable to the previous one. We've also

commissioned a couple of small grab bars (small
railings) on either side of the door.

A recent routine insurance inspection resulted in

three findings. Two are already taken care of but

one will require a new fuel oil tank in the crawl space
of the Hall. We are working with our oil dealer and

have a general estimate of about $2,000.

HISTORIC SITE MARKERS

We were surprised to learn all of
our nominations of the covered bridges and Pratt
Hall (Union Church) for the familiar green Historic
Site markers all passed muster in the first round
of State evaluations and might all be approved
with installations beginning this Spring. The
project manager for the State informed us she
might have spoken too soon. Still we're hoping
to see some installed in 2021.

HISTORY QUIZ ANSWERS

The censor was a magistrate in ancient Rome
who was responsible for maintaining the census,
supervising public morality, and overseeing
certain aspects of the government's
finances. The power of the censor was absolute:
no magistrate could oppose his decisions, and
only another censor who succeeded him could
cancel those decisions. The censor's regulation
of public morality is the origin of the modern
meaning of the words "censor" and "censorship"
Source: Wikipedia.

THIS QUARTER IN MONTGOMERY HISTORY

October 1971 - Montgomery School House
Toys established.

November 1952 - Crescent Theater sold and
became the Grange.

December 1909 - Fire destroys Nelson and
Hall tub mill. Rebuilt and newly equipped with
electricity.

1977 -

St. Bartholomew's
renamed after
young man pictured
right. Photo
donated by George
and Mary Roberts.

Larry Pratt




CARL TCHERNY'S LOVE LETTER
TO THE PEOPLE OF MONTGOMERY

Montgomery has long had a reputation as a mixing bowl of sorts. Old timers, farmers, hippies, artists,
foreigners, ski bums, eccentrics, young and old have found homes here and made it a vibrant
community. One such person was Carl Tcherny.

Carl was a world renown Illumination Artist. He practiced a medieval art form which involved calligraphy,
and colorful drawings often adorned with gold leaf, which embellished the margins of manuscripts. Carl and
his wife, Peg an accomplished artist in her own right who specialized in restorations, honed their talents in
New York before moving to the Hazen's Notch Road in the Center. They worked on documents for the
Queen of England and the Pope. Carl also did his own stylized creations of animals and letters for
locals. Many had their initials painted by him.

In 1996 as he struggled with his health, he decided to thank the Town who had supported his work and
life in Vermont. He donated one of his last works to the Town, accompanied by a heartfelt letter. Both were
featured in the 1996 Town Report and are shown in this newsletter. In 2014 we featured Carl 's unique
work in part of our Vermont History Expo exhibit , "Creative Montgomery".

The illumination, a copy of a page of an ancient Roman history, was displayed for years at the old Main
Street Town Office, but the current Town Clerk and Selectboard needed to find it a new home due to the
scarcity of wall space in the current PSB office. In September they agreed to donate it to the MHS.

We hope to do a small exhibit on Carl's work as soon as the virus restrictions permit, and are working
with the Library to exhibit it there as well. Our thanks to the Town.

Dear friends of Montgomery Center,

When one makes fis peace with fiis maker, many thoughts

surface to remind s of how blessed we are. Your friendship to me.

over the years and ya-m respect for Both Peg's work and mine fiave
been a source of r«ogmtwn which we could not take for granted.
For the many years of affirmation - I Thank You. For the many
years of quiet and foyal friendship - I Thank You. For many years
of encouragement - I Thank You.

It Has been noted by Ralph Waldo Emerson that "The power of a
man increases steadily by continuance in one direction. He
becames acquainted with his own tools and learns the favorable
moments and favorable accidents. Time gives a great addition of

_power just as a falling body acquires momentum witfi every foot of
the fall’" Time, tafent and the power of art uve been my gift.
And thus, teday, you, my friends, are the living witnesses to this
gift from myself to the community fiere in Montgomery Center.
“Ages to come may ask who Carl Tcherny was, when they do, I hope
this gift to the village will be a fitting testament of my affection
for you aill It involved a process much like (ove itseff. It began as
an idea and with basic tools and understandings it was fleshed out.
As the perception was developed, then indeed what one foved in a
discovery one could offer as a reafity of the myriad manifestations
of the great lover whose [ove fias no end. And to you my loves, I
offer you on this day when my passing on is cefebrated, a work J
humbly consider a triumph from my life's work. I thank Him for
having loved me so much that I would have the privifedge to share
His love with you in this way. "Ad Multos Annos" in our
[friendship for each other.

Carl Tcﬁerﬂy




TITUS LIVIIS « HISTORY OF ROME « VOLUME VIl - BOOK XL1V « CHAPTER XXI11 }

AEMILIUS P , a Roman Consal,who had been selected to conduct the warwith the.
g‘g '{‘ssa, wmtuosut lﬁh: Senate-house into the assembly of the people and ads d them as foll

o e s e ¢ Shoumtm mdap:i?mél:" inglc judament.
over ¢, there arc people every p E of his own single
md.qarmies into Mam&conu,mhn What thenis mgopinion? T hat commanders should be

here the camp ought to be cll Jrl\irﬂuhgfpcxsansoﬂawwqmlmt:byﬂmsem
placed:what posts cught tobeoc”  have made the ait of war their particular study, ande
cupied by troops; whose k ledge is derived from experience; from those
twhat passthat territory should be - who are present at the scene of action,whosee the country,

| entered: where magagines should  who see the enemy; who sce the advantages that oc~

s { be formed; howp i hould i ﬁi:r;andwﬁa like people embarked in the same

C I T h beconveged by land and seajand. - ship are sharers of the danger: If, therefore ang one thinks
ar C e n y | whenitis proper toengage the  himselfqualified to give advice respecting the war which

n wise, wh

S LY cnemy,when tolag quict. Ands Tam to conduct, which mag prove advantageous to the
” I 1 t theg not only determine what is best to be done, butifany gublic, let him not refuse his assistance to thestate
umination thing isdonc in ang other manner than what they havé-  batlet him come with me into Macedonia. e shall be
inted out, they arraign the consal,asif hewereontrial  fumished withaship a horse. a tent: even his travelling
fore them. T hese are great impediments to those twho ¢ shall be defraged. Butif he thinks this too much.
have the managementof affairs; for every onecannoten-  trouble, and prefers the repese of a city life to the toils
counterinjurious reports with the same constancyand.  of war, [et himnot,onland, assume the officeof a pilot:
firmness of mind as Fabiandid, who chose to let his®  The city initself, furnishes abundance of topics for
ocon ability be questioned through the foll of the people, conversation; let it confine its passion for talkin
rather tha to mismanage the pablic businesswithahigh - withinits own precincts, and restassured thatwes|
repatation. I am not one of those toho think that com-  pay no attention to any councils but suchas shall be-
manders ought At no time to receive advice; on thecontrary, - framed within our CAMP.” TRANSIATION B5Y GEORGE BAKER-
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We hope this newsletter is a pleasant diversion from all the mayhem and stress visited
on us all by the COVID 19 virus.. Thanks for your support.




