Who was the original owner of your property?
If you’ve read the 1780 Montgomery Town Charter you will have seen a list
of individuals to whom land was granted, the original owners. They included
Governor Thomas Chittenden and State Surveyor Ira Allen (no conflict of
interest there!). There is no evidence that any of the grantees ever visited or
lived in Montgomery. Rather the land was sold, (or sometime awarded to
Revolutionary War veterans for service as was the case for Joshua Clapp), and
then subdivided, or combined, and over time evolved into the present day
boundaries approximated by the Tax Map.
Montgomery was originally a square containing 23,040 acres divided into 12
lots wide by 12 lots long. Each of the lots were approximately ½ mile square
and totaled 160 acres. Some of these were further subdivided into 4, 40 acre
lots. Each grantee was awarded 2 of the 160 acres lots and 1 of the 40 acre lots,
not adjoining, for a total of 360 acres. Other lots were set aside for the benefit
of the town, county, and state schools/university and the first minister/ministry.
The lotting map was put together and lots were granted without regard to
topography. For example a lot to benefit the State university was in Hazen’s
Notch, and a lot to benefit the ministry was in the Deep Gibou.
The map that follows is a copy of an 1898 hand drawn copy of the original
lotting map, with Montgomery’s contemporary road system added. Lots are
labeled with the grantee’s name and there is a legend with an alphabetical list of
the grantees with coordinates on the matrix to help you find each individual’s
lots. If you know the approximate location of your land in relation to the roads
shown, you will be able to tell who originally owned your property in 1789
when the legislature approved the charter. This map is only an approximation.
In the future we hope to add an appropriately scaled copy of the current tax
map boundaries which will make this determination even easier.
None of the lots of Montgomery’s southern pan handle, lands formerly
belonging to Lowell and Avery’s Gore, were included in the original charter
grants

